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Letter No.F A9/2084/NG0 dated 12 April 1980 
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RAN/NG0/2/80 



Dear Shri Narasimha Rao, 


April 23, 1980 




(Cj -W 

MlnVstr^oV Externa! AHa.ri 

jb£ LL ^ 5Sl(: V 


There is one very imoo tant patter about which it is 
my duty to vrite to you. On the 23rd of January, 1979 at a formal 
ceremony the Chair used by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Rangoon 
was presented to the Government of India. This Chair was especially 
prepared for him and was first used by him at the opening ceremony 
of Az?d Hind Bank in Rangoon. Immediately thereafter the Chair was 
shifted to his residence in Rangoon and vas used by him till the 
2Vth of April 19M>, when Netaji left for Bangkok. His residence in 
Rangoon, which is still in existence, was also the Headquarters of 
the Provisional Government of Free India. Therefore, this Chair 
was used by the President of the Provisional Government of Free India, 
in Rangoon. On the 25th of April 1945, the Chair was, along with 
a few other pieces of furniture, removed to a safe place so that 
they could not be seized by the occupying British Army. The donor 
preserved this Chair with great care and wrs waiting for a suitable 
opportunity to present the Chair to the Government of India. In View 
of the great historical importance of this Chair it should, in my 
view, be preserved in Delhi preferably inside the Fed Fort. The 
Chair is now in the custody of the Embassy. It is of s large 
size and it could only be carried by Thai planes which have now 
resumed service from Rangoon to Calcutta. Before, I accepted this 
Chair I satisfied myself about its authenticity by examining 
contemporary documents as veil as by examining the chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Azad Hind Bank and other close colleagues 
of Netaji in Rangoon. I shall be grateful if you will permit me to 
take this Chair with me when I return to India and hand over the 
Chair to any person authorised by you at the Calcutta airport. 


With kind regards, 


lours sincerely, 
(A.N.BCBE) 


Shri p.V.Narasinha Rao, 
Minister of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

New Delhi. 


Telegram 


From : 
To : 


(v @ 

O.T.C^ 

SE6BET 

Ra reign New Delhi 
3hd embassy Rangoon 


■- C.S.NO.lfl 


DTG MAY 161110 
DTR MAY 171815 
Year 1 98 O 


IMMEDIATE 


N© • 3^246 


Ambassador BOSE from Foreign Secretary# Personal. 

Your letter RAN/NGQ/2/80 of 23rd April regarding 
Netaji SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 1 s Chair. We have considered this 
matter and Government feel that the Chair should be exhibited 
appropriately in that muse um in Calcutta which is devoted to 
the memory of Netaji SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. Later on if necessary 
Chair will be brought to Delhi and kept in Red port if there 
is a suitable and secure place available there. We are 
instructing Officer in Charge of this Ministry's Branch 
Secretariat in Calcutta to meet you on arrival and take 
delivery of the Chair from you# He will make further necessary 
arrangements for the Chair. Kindly therefore let me have your 
precise arrival date and flight timings in Calcutta# 
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From: In d embassy Rangoon 
To : Jbreign New Delhi. 
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DTG: MAY 18181?^ 

DTT: MAY 18191? 

Year 1 980 


No.? 1 


Fsreign Secretary from Ambassador BOSE. Personal. 


Thank you for your telegram Ns. 3^246 of 16 May. 
As discussed with Mr* GONSALVES during his visit here we 
propose to return to Calcutta by Thai flight on Thursday 
the 17th July With Netaji SUBHAS CHANDRA B0SEt s Chair. 
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Ministry of SxtexnaL Affairs 
C southern Division ) 


<?$' K °* ^321/32/78-1 V. July 8, 1980. fM| 

9 ■ f acts- Chair used toy Netajl SUbhash Chandra Bose - 

Question of its display at an appropriate place. 


£ 


Department of Culture may kindly refer to their 
Of f i c® M eaorandum Ho. P. S3- 04/80- GH. 5, dated 
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4th June, 1980 

on the subj ect men tioned above. 

kJ£bB>* iwCli>w 

2. The question of /'preaenbaftiew of the Chair used by 
Netajl as Head of the Azad Hind Goveirwent in Rangoon during 
World War II was discussed toy theForelgn Secretary with 
Prime Minister. The Fbreisn Secretary's minute dated 10th 
May, 1980 in this connection is reproduced below i- 

"I have discussed the attached paper with PM. 

She feels thjt the chair could W exhibited in 
a museum in Calcutta which is devoted to the 
memory of SUbhash Chandra Bos®. In due course, 
if necessary, the chair can be brought to Delhi 
sPd kspt in the fled Pbrt if there Isa suitable 
place available there, * 

3. As follow-up action, the chair is being brought 
to Calcutta toy Anbassador Bose on completion of his tenure 
In Burma on 17th July, 1980 where it will be taken over 

by the Qovernmaot of West Bengal. Arrangements have been 
made by the 3tate Cbvemm^it to display the chair at 
Mahajatl SadsR where it will be kept for public view for 
7 (seven) days. 

4. Department of CUlture are requested kindly to 
take over the chair in Calcutta after the exhibition for 
further action as Indicated in Forei#i Secretary's minute 
rep ip diced above. 


Deptt. pt QHture, 


( Bhadar Sain ) 

Tinder Secret ary (Burma) 


$ 


vmM .i H, o.Jassal, Under Secretary), 

Shastrl Bhavan, Bow Dai hi. 

-l.GiDy to Shri S. ChattopadhyayM, Director, Branch Secretariat, 
lo" Ministry of External Affairs, 2, Bally gunge, Park Hoad, 

x W Calcutta-19 with reference to his letter V 0 . CAL/313/1/80, dt. 

4.7.80, 

2. Copy also to Shri S. T.Devare, Counsellor, Embassy of 
India, Rangoon. 

^ L (Siadar S^in) 

Under Secretary(Rirma). t : 



